[Benign subcutaneous emphysema caused by a bellows mechanism of the first interdigital space].
We report 2 cases of subcutaneous emphysema after stab wounds of the first interdigital space. The first diagnosis of a gas gangrene was not confirmed. We hypothese an air incorporation caused by a bellows mechanism. An escape of the air may not be possible due to an one-way valve mechanism. The aim of this report is to describe criteria to distinguish benign emphysema from emphysema caused by infection.